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GOOD FAITH EFFORT (“GFE”) REQUIREMENTS 

 
Participation by certified female owned, certified handicapped owned, or certified minority owned 

business entities or utilization by contractors of certified female, certified handicapped, or certified minority 

owned business as subcontractors, if the contract requires or warrants the use of subcontractors, is strongly 

encouraged and will be a consideration in determining the award of a contract. 

 

All contractors are to utilize their best good faith efforts to utilize subcontractors, certified female owned, 

certified handicapped owned, and certified minority owned businesses if the procurement situation requires or 

warrants the use of subcontractors. Good faith efforts by contractors shall be made to reach the goals 

established by Metro Code of Ordinances § 37.67.  

 

Under Metro Code of Ordinances §37.67, Louisville Metro Government has adopted the following 

minimum utilization goals for its annual procurement expenditures with certified minority owned, female owned 

and handicapped owned business enterprises (“MFHBEs”):  

• 15% for certified minority owned businesses;  

• 5% for certified female owned businesses; and  

• 0.5% for certified handicapped owned businesses.  

 

Failure to meet such goals will not result in disqualification from participation in the particular procurement 

process. Contractors, however, will be expected to provide written explanations (See attached GFE Forms) to 

the Executive Director of the Human Relations Commission of efforts they have made to utilize as 

subcontractors from certified minority, female and handicapped owned businesses. 

 

Good faith efforts of a potential bidder include, but are not limited to the following: 

• Attendance at pre-bid meetings, if any, scheduled to inform MFHBEs of prime and subcontracting 

opportunities; 

• Advertisement in general circulation media, trade association publications, and minority and female 

business enterprise media to provide notice of subcontracting opportunities; 

• Communication with the Human Relations Commission Office seeking assistance and identifying 

available qualified MFHBEs; 

• Efforts made to select portions of work for MFHBE subcontracting in areas with established 

availability or MFHBE subcontractors; 

• Providing a minimum of ten days written notice to known qualified MFHBEs that their interest in 

prime and subcontracting opportunities or furnishing supplies is solicited; 

• Efforts to negotiate with qualified MFHBEs for specific sub-bids, including reasons for rejection of 

any such sub-bids offered. 

• Efforts made to assist qualified MFHBEs meet bonding, insurance, or other governmental contracting 

requirements. 
 

These requirements are contractual obligations and will be included in the construction contract.  Failure to 

comply may result in a finding of breach of contract, possible disqualification of the Bidder to bid on future 

contracts, or a claim for damages. 
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SUBCONTRACTOR AND SELF-PERFORM WORK LIST (FORM GFE-1) 

FORM GFE-1 DUE DAY AFTER BID OPENING BY 4:00PM - FROM ALL BIDDERS - TO 

LOUISVILLE METRO HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION (Failure to timely submit Form GFE-1 will 

result in bid rejection) 

• Bidders shall list ALL Subcontractors/Suppliers to be used on this contract regardless of the dollar amount on 
Form GFE-1. If this bid includes bid alternates for additional work, Bidders shall list ALL 
Subcontractors/Suppliers who will be used if Louisville Metro elects to contract the additional work. 

• Bidders are required to make good faith efforts to subcontract with MFHBEs for every division of work available 
in this bid opportunity (“Divisions of Work”) unless the work will be self-performed by the Bidder.   

• Bidders shall list any GFE Divisions of Work they intend to self-perform and separately list any GFE Divisions of 
Work where the identity of the subcontractor who will perform the work is undetermined at bid time.  

NOTE:  If you are not using subcontractors, you should indicate “ALL” in the “Divisions of 
Work (Bidder Will Self-Perform)” section, sign and submit the form. 

• Examples of Divisions of Work to be listed on Form GFE-1 include, but are not limited to:  clearing/earthwork, 
site concrete, asphalt paving, framing, painting, flooring plumbing, electrical, and HVAC.  The number of 
subcontracting opportunities or Divisions of Work for GFE purposes may be greater and/or different than the 
divisions of work that might be outlined in the technical specifications. 

• Best good faith efforts require that Bidders make contact with each MFHBE at least ten (10) calendar days 
before bid opening and that MFHBEs be provided the same information as other subcontractors/suppliers. 

• Bidders shall contact MFHBEs by letter, fax or email (“Written Communication”) to advise them of potential 
subcontracting opportunities. 

• Bidders should follow up the Written Communication with telephone calls to each MFHBE contacted to determine 
if a bid will be submitted or if further information is required. A MFHBE need not be contacted if that MFHBE 
responds to the Written Communication with a statement that the MFHBE will not bid on this project or if a 
MFHBE has already submitted a sub-bid. 

 

MFHBE SUBCONTRACTOR GFE LOG (FORM GFE-2) 

FORM GFE-2 WITH ATTACHED WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS DUE DAY AFTER BID 

OPENING BY 4:00PM - FROM ALL BIDDERS - TO LOUISVILLE METRO HUMAN RELATIONS 
COMMISSION (Failure to timely submit Form GFE-2 will result in bid rejection and failure to timely submit 

the attached Written Communications may result in bid rejection, at the Metro Government's discretion) 

• Each Bidder shall submit with the Form GFE-2 one copy of each Written Communication sent to a MFHBE 
Subcontractor/Supplier to solicit bids for this project.  

 

• Optional Good Faith Efforts 

Bidders should consider public advertisements, attendance at pre-bid meetings, and technical and/or financial 

assistance to MFHBEs as part of their good faith efforts activities.  Such activities should be listed on GFE-2 with 

written documentation of such activities attached. 

 

SUBCONTRACTOR PAYMENT CERTFICATION (FORM GFE-3) 

FORM GFE-3 DUE EACH MONTH OF THE CONTRACT PERIOD 

• The reporting of subcontractor payments for all Louisville Metro Government contracts will be accomplished by 

using the Form GFE-3, which must be submitted monthly to the Louisville Metro Human Relations Commission.  

• The Form GFE-3 requires the listing of invoice numbers sent to the responsible Metro departments for payment. 

The amounts listed on the form should equal the total amount billed to Louisville Metro Government for the 

applicable month. 
 

All forms are available on the Louisville Metro Human Relations Commission website: 

http://www.louisvilleky.gov/HumanRelations 


